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PART III 
     For the last two months I have ad-
dressed the issue of women serving in 
teaching and leadership positions 
within the church. To be totally clear, 
it doesn’t matter in the least what I 
think about this issue, it only matters 
what the Word of God tells us. A sub-
ordinate issue to this discussion, but 
one of great importance, is how does 
one accurately interpret the Word of 
God (2 Timothy 2:15)? 
     So what does the Word of God say 
about women in leadership and teach-
ing positions in the Body? I examined 
one passage last month used by many 
to justify their claim that women 
should not preach, teach, or lead within 
the church, and that was 1 Corinthians 
14:34. I believe I covered that suffi-
ciently and showed how it is misinter-
preted to deny women the right to 
speak in church. The greater challenge 
regarding women in the church is 
Paul’s first letter to the young minister 
Timothy. 
     It is not only important to under-
stand what Paul is talking about in 1 
Timothy 2:11-15, but to answer the im-
portant question, “Is Paul setting forth 
a doctrine for the church universal or 
for a specific situation in Ephesus?” 
     I will attempt to show that taken 
within the context of the social-
religious climate of Ephesus, and more 
importantly, within the whole Word of 
God, Paul is clearly addressing a 
unique situation in Ephesus and is not 
setting forth a universal doctrine for 
the Body.  
     1 Timothy 2:11-15 “A woman must 
quietly receive instruction with entire 

submissiveness.  But I do not allow a 
woman to teach or exercise authority 

over a man, but to remain quiet.  For it 
was Adam who was first created and 

then Eve. And it was not Adam who 
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was deceived, but the woman being 

deceived, fell into transgression. But 

women will be preserved through 

the bearing of children if they con-

tinue in faith and love and sanctity 

with self-restraint.” 
     In this venue I don’t have the 
time or the space to provide an ex-
haustive analysis of this passage, 
many scholars have done such, but 
having said that I believe there are 
enough clues within this passage and 
the greater context to inform us as to 
Paul’s intent. More importantly, 
within the context of the whole 
counsel of the Word of God, it is 
clear that women can preach, teach 
and serve in leadership positions 
within the whole Body of Christ. 
     Back to Paul’s letter to Timothy. 
One thing we know about Ephesus 
during this period is that the domi-
nant religious cult was that of the 
goddess Diana (Artemis). Paul ex-
perienced personally the wrath of 
the Ephesians when he disrupted the 
sale of statues of the goddess Diana 
(Acts 19:23-27), whose temple in 
Ephesus was one of the Seven An-
cient Wonders of the World and 
brought much revenue into the city 
from the myriads of pilgrims to the 
sacred shrine. The Cult of Diana 
wielded much power in not only 
Ephesus but throughout the Roman 
Empire, and during the Christianiza-
tion of the Roman Empire the Cult 
of Diana proved to be one of the 
hardest to extinguish. Among her 
many qualities Diana was renowned 
for her virginity and many of her ar-
dent followers refrained from mar-
riage and childbirth.  
     We also know from Paul’s letters 
to the young minister he put in 
charge of the church in Ephesus, that 
Timothy was contenting with several 
problems. Apparently one had to do 
with his youth and Paul encouraged 
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Timothy not to allow his congrega-
tion to “look down on your youth-
fulness…”(1 Timothy 4:12). We 
also know Timothy was suffering 
from either health issues or stress 
related issues since Paul exhorts the 
young man to drink a little wine to 
settle his stomach (1 Timothy 5:23).  
     What can one deduce from these 
varied pieces of information? It 
seems rather apparent that Paul, as a 
protective father, is sending instruc-
tions to Timothy to protect him 
from a variety of challenges to in-
clude women in the city/church 
who are apparently attempting to 
domineer the young minister and 
influence Christian doctrine with 
the cultic practices of the goddess 
Diana. 
     As we see throughout Paul’s let-
ters to Timothy, he has little toler-
ance or patience with any attempt to 
rewrite the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
(1 Timothy 1:4, 6-10,18-20; 2:11-
15; 4:1-3, 7; 5:15; 6:3-5, 9-11, 21). 
Paul’s concern for the young Timo-
thy’s survival seems paramount 
throughout this first letter as he en-
courages Timothy to “fight the 

good fight,” to and to perse-

vere,” (1 Timothy 1:18-19; 3:14-
15; 4:12-16; 6:11-12, 20). 
     Paul’s justification for why 
women should not “teach or exer-
cise authority over a man,” clearly 
demonstrate a rhetorical style in-
tended for the specific situation 

Timothy was involved in. First, jus-
tifying his claim based on the order 
of creation is clearly a rhetorical 
device for this specific polemic, 
considering the created order goes 
from least important to the most. 
Man was the epitome of God’s 
creation, created in His image, and 
the final act of His creation was in 
creating Eve! As they say, what’s 
good for the goose is good for the 
gander. If we want to make asser-
tions about the value of gender 
based on the created order, then 
women have a better case than men 
for superiority. Paul uses this argu-
ment nowhere else in his letters, 
and clearly uses it as contrived 
theological “ammo” for the young 
Timothy to defend himself. 
     Second, in selecting Eve as the 
responsible party for being de-
ceived and contributing to the fall, 
this too is obviously a rhetorical us-
age for the polemic Paul is involved 
in, not a universal condemnation of 
women being the only ones at risk 
for deception, and therefore  
shouldn’t teach or lead. In Paul’s 
letter to the Romans he specifically 
targets Adam as the responsible 
party for the fall (Romans 5:12-21), 
and throughout Paul’s letters he was 
just as concerned about men being 
deceived as women (Romans 16:18, 
1 Corinthians 3:18, 6:9, 15:33; Ga-
latians 6:7, Colossians 2:8, etc.).       
The cryptic issue of women being 
saved through the “bearing of chil-

dren” seems to be an apparent in-
ference to the Cult of Diana and the 
emphasis on virginity, again indi-
cating  the Cult of Diana seemed to 
be the primary culprit for many of 
the false teachings Timothy was en-
couraged to fight against. 
     I believe it is abundantly clear 
this passage pertains specifically to 
the Ephesians since it was the hub 
for the Cult of Diana and a primary 
source of the doctrinal and practical 
influences trying to assert them-
selves and influence this upstart 
Christian community led by a rather 
young minister. More importantly if 
this were a universal application for 
the role of women in the church, 
Paul would be contradicting him-
self, and even more important the 
entire New Testament would be 
contradicting itself as well. We will 
see in my fourth and final segment 
on women in the church, there are 
enough references made by Paul to 
women teachers, preachers and 
leaders in the church that women 
were de facto leaders in the church, 
and thus the answer to our question 
is easy. Does the Word of God en-
dorse women in teaching and lead-
ership positions in the church? Yes 
it does.  
 
“There is neither Jew nor Greek, 

there is neither slave nor free man, 

there is neither male nor female; 

for you are all one in Christ Jesus.” 

                          Galatians 3:28 

letter that explains challenges for 
2009, a chance to be a part of the 
work of the church and your com-
mitment to keeping First Christian 
Church a viable work for God in the 
community and the world.  

     As we begin a new year we have 
the opportunity to make a New 
Year's Resolution regarding our ef-
forts of time, talent and money on 
behalf of God's work and his house. 
Be sure to look for your copy of a 

BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS  

     Our building and grounds have 
started to show needs after nine 
years of use. A group of men have 
stepped forward to help meet those 

(Continued on page 5) 
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sent and future, in a very real and 
meaningful way. A flier with the 
complete itinerary and cost will be 
available in early January 2009. 
You have over one year to start sav-
ing for an experience that will make 
the Word of God real to you in a 

way that is life changing. Many 
have referred to the Holy Land as 
the “Fifth Gospel,” since experienc-
ing “the land” brings alive the 
Word of God in a very dynamic 
way. Look for fliers in the foyer of 
the church and on our church web-

     The experience of a lifetime, a 
holy pilgrimage to the land of the 
Bible. February 23 – March 7, 2010 
Pastor Mike will lead a study tour 
to the Holy Land where you will 
not only experience the Bible of the 
past, but the Bible of prophetic pre-

     It’s a New Year, and a chance to 
start again.  I honestly can’t believe 
how fast time flies.  I just feel like it 
was just summer 2008, yesterday.  
Heck, I feel like I was 20 yester-
day☺. All of this just reminds me 
of how precious our time is; not 
only do we not know how much 
time we have, it also goes by 
quickly and we can’t take it back.  
We need to make the most of every 
opportunity and decide what is im-
portant to us.  We need to live life 
with intentionality and not just be a 
casual observer.   
     Before we can make our New 
Year’s resolutions, we must first 
assess where we are.  Is our life go-
ing in the direction we want it to?  
Is it going in any direction?  Do we 
make decisions that go along with 
what we believe?  Do we even 
know what we believe?  Do we do 

things with a sense of purpose or do 
we waste time?   
     I know there are some things 
that I would like to do differently in 
this New Year. One thing I hope to 
accomplish is some purposed ques-
tions in my Bible reading to answer.  
This year I am going to read the 
Word and ask the question, “What 
is my job and what is God’s?” I 
also want to develop some of my 
hobbies, so I don’t spend so much 
of my free time just watching TV.  
What is it you want to see?  How do 
you plan on living your life to the 
fullest?  May God direct your path 
as you look for something new.   
   Isaiah 43:19 (New International 
Version) 
 “See, I am doing a new thing!  
Now it springs up; do you not per-

ceive it?  I am making a way in the 

desert and streams in the waste-

land.” 

Prisms January Calendar: 
December 31st – January 1st – Par-
ty4Life 
Sunday Night Sanctuary: 
4th – Letters to Arunrat (also taking 
a collection to get us caught up in 
support) 
11th – Fun Night (It’s a surprise you 
will have to show up to see what we 
do).   
18th – Discussion (Fears and Insecu-
rities) 
25th – Youth Group Night (Worship 
and Bible Study) 
Monday Nights – Junior High 
Girls’ Bible Study 
Wednesday Nights – Teen Boys Bi-
ble Study – 6:30-7:30pm in the Li-
brary 
Thursday Nights – Cornerstone 
practice in choir room at 7pm 
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Israel 2010 - Pastor Mike 

Prisms Youth Column 

AWANA - Pam Shattuck 

     The AWANA kids took a spe-
cial offering for the months of No-
vember and December to help raise 
money to help the kids in Thailand 
receive coats and blankets. A big 
THANK YOU to the kids as they 
raised $92. 
 
     AWANA will be starting up 
again on January 14th.   

     Are you interested in using your 
acting skills in a non-threatening 
way?    Would you rather be behind 
a curtain than in front of a crowd?   
Well we have the ministry for you.    
I am looking for people to help start 
a puppet ministry.   Puppet ministry 
is a fun way to spread the gospel 
message to children and adults 
alike.    

If you are interested, please contact 
Pam Shattuck 
 
If you are a child between 3rd and 
5th grade, please let me know if 
you are interested in attending Sum-
mer Church Camp at Hartland 

Camp.    There will be an informa-
tion meeting in the near future. 



     BE PREPARED…. is not a 

motto just for the Boy Scouts!  
This is a great motto for every 
Christian.  Jesus was and is in the 
business of preparing His people for 
just one reason …..to go out!  Jesus 
is the Commander and Chief of the 
Christian Army and He is about 
preparing us for WAR!.    The defi-
nition of prepare is:  ready in body 
and mind.  Synonyms:  able, 
adapted, available.  Antonyms:  ig-
norant, neglectful, unprepared…
unready. 
     Have you ever picked up the Bi-
ble and just watched our Lord in 
action.  Scripture shows us how this 
Mighty Warrior destroyed the 
works of the devil, he healed the 
sick people and cast out demons 
everywhere he went!  Have you 
every wondered just where those 
demons went?  Are they all still in 
Israel?  Do you have a question or 
two that you just may need the Holy 
Spirit to answer?   We really do 
need to be prepared if we are to do 

the works of Jesus! 

     Just before he sent them out, Je-
sus charged them to become wise 

“as serpents yet as innocent and 

harmless as doves”.  Let’s take a 
close look at these two words be-
cause Jesus says we need to know 
this when we go out.  What has 
your experience been with a ser-
pent?  Have you ever thought a ser-

pent to be wise?   Serpent, meaning 
snake, devil, or a treacherous per-
son.  But snake in the Greek is 
ophis and it means the idea of 
sharpness of vision.  Webster says a 
snake can be a type of a sly, cun-
ning and artful malicious person.    
Dove could be any kind of a pigeon; 
a gentle woman or child, an individ-
ual who takes a conciliatory attitude 
(as in a dispute) that advocates ne-
gotiations; or an opponent of war. 
     The Word of God fuses together 
wisdom and innocence for victory.  
God has brought you and I into un-
ion with Christ Jesus, and God has 
made Christ to be the wisdom and 
power.  By Him we are put right 
with God; we become God’s holy 
people and are set free.  Because we 
have been redeemed by the Blood 
of the Lamb, we have been declared 
not guilty... innocent, and by our 
new nature have the desire to recon-
cile others to our Lord Jesus.  So we 
see we are being trained in wisdom 
and called into innocence.   
     In order to walk by faith, we all 
must learn His ways so that we may 
be presented complete in Him.    As 
we labor together, our hearts may 
be encouraged “having been knit 
together in love, attaining to all the 

wealth that comes from the full as-

surance of understanding resulting 

in a true knowledge of God’s mys-

tery, that is, Christ Himself, in who 

are hidden all the treasures of wis-

dom and knowledge.”  (Colossians 
2:1 & 3) 
     “Prepare plans by consultation, 
and make war by wise guid-
ance.”   (Proverbs 20:18)   The 
good fight of faith is a daily activ-
ity.  We cannot be in a prayer meet-
ing one day a week pulling down 
strongholds of hell and then decide 
that the rest of the week we will not 
enter in. 
Never forget to consider Jesus, the 
power of Christ in you.  “Wisdom is 

better than strength…wisdom is 

b e t t e r  t h a n  w e a p o n s  o f 

war.”   (Ecclesiastes 9:16 & 18) 
     “Hear, O Israel, you are ap-
proaching the battle against your 

enemies today.  Do not be faint-

hearted.  Do not be afraid, or 

panic, or tremble before them, for 

the Lord Your God is the one who 

goes with you, to fight for you 

against your enemies, to save 

you.” (Deuteronomy 20:3-4) 
     This day just as it was with Is-
rael, we are approaching the battle 
against our enemies.  We must 
know it does not matter how many 
or how strong the enemies are, if 
we are united in obedience to the 
Lord, we will prove to be invincible 
in war, God will fight for us. 
     Notice please that when we go 
toward the enemy…God not only 

(Continued on page 5) 

January 20, 2009 at 9:30 AM, and 
Thursday evenings, January 22, 
2009 at 7:00 PM, Pastor Mike will 
conduct a study of the art of herme-
neutics…the principles of interpret-
ing the Word of God. 
     Pastor Mike will use the book 
for this “How to Understand Your 
Bible,” by T. Norton Sterrett, for 

Her-me-neu-tic \,hər-mə-‘nü-tik\ 
noun \ date: 1737 
1. plural but sing or plural in 

constr: the study of the methodo-
logical principles of interpretation 
(as of the Bible) 
2. A method or principle of inter-
pretation 
     Starting Tuesday mornings, 

this approximately ten-week study 
on how to interpret the Bible. As 2 
Timothy 2:15 reminds us, we are to 
show ourselves approved to God by 
accurately handling the Word of 
Truth. This class will go over the 
basic principles that will help you 
do just that. 
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ous other improvements were rec-
ommended. Tim Glick has already 
installed interior lighting and out-
side sensors to our storage building 
after attempted br~ak ins.  
     If you would like to be a part of 
this team please contact Tim Glick 
at 732-8786 or junro16@a4isp.com 
and volunteer to help with a major 
project or an individual project. 
Tim and the office have copies of 
the list. Those who have stepped 
forward to volunteer are Tim Glick, 
Buz Southard, Wayne Geis, Joel 
Glick, Ed Grant, Larry Lewis, Keith 
Moore, Ryan Ritter, Floyd Slocum, 
Dana Switzer, RolfWestly, Roger 
Johnson, Tom Lewis, Dave Barber, 
Kevin Guy and Chris Black. Add 
your name to the list. Contact Tim 

to see what you can do to help.  
SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS  

     A committee has recently assem-
bled a set of forms to be used to 
award education scholarships to our 
church members and those attend-
ing on a regular basis. We currently 
have $15,000 available to help 
graduating students and adults reen-
tering college achieve their dreams 
and goals. The committee will be in 
the process of finalizing the schol-
arship process details in January, 
2009. A copy of the requirements 
will be available in the church of-
fice. If you have a need for educa-
tion scholarship funds check with 
the church office in January to see 
what the requirements are to apply 
for these available funds and 

(Continued from page 2) 

needs. Tim Glick has agreed to be 
the Chairperson of that group. We 
recently met to check every room, 
closet and corner of the building 
and grounds to list all of the areas 
needing attention. As a result ofthat 
meeting nine areas have been listed 
as major projects needing attention. 
Some of those were painting, spots 
on ceilings, lines on the parking 
lots, windows and various other 
items. Twenty seven individual pro-
jects have been identified and listed 
by room and area. There is also a 
list of suggested equipment and im-
provements. Window washing 
equipment, awnings, Gathering 
Place improvements, signage, fire-
place for Fireside Room and vari-

Kevin Guy .....................................1 
Vannoy Little .................................1 
Christine Evans .............................2 
Sharon Grant .................................3 
Brandon Howard ...........................6 
Donna Eastin .................................9 
Mary Horn .................................... 9 
Carole Bradley .............................12 
JoAnne Jordan .............................13 
Katie Guy ....................................15 
Katelyn Baxter .............................18 
Stan Gray .....................................18 
Don Jones ....................................18 
Stephanie Black ...........................20 
Christian Brooke .........................22 

Chris Garringer ..........................  23 
Sarah Tharp .................................23 
Tiffany Dake ...............................24 
Dave Huff ....................................25 
Rebekah Tharp ............................25 
Ann Johnson ................................26 
Will Shattuck ...............................26 
Ryan Alisio .................................28 
Tom Baker ...................................29 
Madeline Evans ...........................29 
Tracy Ronk ..................................29 
Caleb Gunning ............................30 
Elaine Rider .................................30 
Bryan Walls .................................30 
Courtney Droney .........................31 

Kyle Rowland ............................. 31 

Page 5 

Stewardship (cont.) 

January Birthdays & Anniversaries 

wisdom.  But we must realize, that 
we do go against enemies, for this 
is understanding.  “When a man’s 

ways please the LORD, he maketh 

even his enemies to be at peace with 

(Continued from page 4) 

goes with us He does the fighting 
for us.  I said this because many 
people quote that the “battle is the 
Lords,” and this is correct…this is 

him.”  (Proverbs 16:7) 
     “Therefore you also be ready, 

for the Son of Man is coming at an 

hour you do not expect.” ( Luke 12:40)     
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Attendance 
December 7 ...................................................... 102 
December 14 .................................................... 102 
December 21 .................................................... 112 
Christmas Eve .................................................. 100 
December 28 ......................................................91 

"God who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined 

in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in 

the face of Jesus Christ.”       (2 Cor.4:6) 
 

“Preserve me, O God, for in You I put my trust”  

                                                (Psalm 16:1). 
 
“I will call upon the LORD, who is worthy to be praised; so shall I be 

saved from my enemies”        (2 Samuel 22:4). 
 
“Bless the LORD, O my soul! O LORD my God, You are very great: 

You are clothed with honor and majesty, Who cover Yourself with 

light as with a garment, Who stretch out the heavens like a curtain. 

He lays the beams of His upper chambers in the waters, Who makes 

the clouds His chariot, Who walks on the wings of the wind, Who 

makes His angels spirits, His ministers a flame of fire”  

                                                (Psalm 104:1–4). 
 
"Yield yourselves unto God, as...alive from the dead, and your mem-

bers as instruments of righteousness unto God."   

                                                (Rom. 6:13). 

Missionaries 
Kenya - Misheck Kanake 
Thailand - Handclasp - Siami 
 
Court School All Manner of 

Prayer 
LouieThomas (thank you & please 
keep praying)      
Spirit, Soul, Body,Financially   
Alex Arnett (PRAISE) 
Audrey Bass 
Chuck Belcher 
Nancy Crane 
Levi Dlusha 
Bob & Donna Eastin 
Jason Ebel 
Kelli Fetcho 
Lois Fletcher 
Sue Geis 
Joel Glick 
Lenelle Gonzales 
Kristie & Sydney Gorman 
Melanie Gorman 
Abby Graham 
Larry Harris 

Pray for: 
All those in authority      
God's rule & reign over the finan~ 
  cial situation in the Am. economy  
Peace of Jerusalem         
Military 
Lane & Brett Boland 
Matthew Calhoun 
Ira Conrad 
James Maupin 
Nikki Walz 
Casey Wightman 
Hospital 
Mark (car accident) 
Daniel Johnston (broken neck) 
Max & Alice Kinnard (car accident) 
Tommy & Samantha Koetsier (car 
accident) 
Randy Sloan 
Working of Miracles 
Jesus Banuelos (brain tumor recov-
ery) 
Tyler Rose (brain tumor recovery) 
Brenda Miles 
 

Tracy Hickox 
Dan Hogan 
Richard  Holaday 
Joe Jackson 
Marsha Jepson 
Stan Livesay 
Peggy Martin 
Amber Merriott 
Irene Messinger 
Taylor Monroe 
Frank & Ana Morales 
Rainy Offield 
Nelly Peirson 
Brandy Peterson 
Natalie Poletti 
Vern & Peggy Pryor 
Candice Shields 
Barbara Stowers 
Millie Taylor 
Aaron Tenney 
Anthony & Martha Tenney 
Pam Vance 
Glen Wells 
Cheyenne Whitley 
Shirley  Williams 
Shane (cystic fibrosis) 

Prayer Concerns 

Giving 
Budgeted for 2008 ............................. $281,000.00 
Giving for 2008 ................................. $239,535.86 

Ministers 
 

Deacons                                       Elders  
 

Ann Johnson              Jan. 4        Joyce Hogan 
Roger Johnson                              Tami Tharp 
Wayne Geis                Jan. 11       June Glick 
Sue Geis                                       Buz Southard 
Barbara Grant             Jan. 18       Carrie Guy 
Joanne Jordan                               Kevin Guy 
Kelli Stowers             Jan. 25       Keith Moore 
Tami Tharp                                  Marcia Moore 
Alex Messinger 
Morrie Trent                                  

Drivers 
If you need a ride to church during the month of 
(current month) please call one of the people listed 
below: 
 

Tami Tharp ........................................... 592-1406 
Betty Baker ........................................... 734-2806 
Wanda Sharp ........................................ 732-0836 



 Kingdom Kids Programs:Kingdom Kids Programs:Kingdom Kids Programs:Kingdom Kids Programs:    
Sunday SchoolSunday SchoolSunday SchoolSunday School————9 am Sunday Mornings9 am Sunday Mornings9 am Sunday Mornings9 am Sunday Mornings    

Jesus StreetJesus StreetJesus StreetJesus Street————During Church Service (10:15 am Sundays)During Church Service (10:15 am Sundays)During Church Service (10:15 am Sundays)During Church Service (10:15 am Sundays)    
    

AGES 3-12 

 

 
First Christian Church 

1023 N. Chinowth Street 

Visalia, CA 93291-4114 

RETURN  SERVICE  REQUESTED 

Where a kid can be God’s kid! 

If you have 
questions  

contact Pam 
at the Church  

Office —  
732-6623 
Tuesdays 
9am-2pm 

Biblically Based  
Christ Centered 

Spirit Led 

1023 N. Chinowth St. 
Visalia, CA 93291-4114 
Phone:  (559) 732-6623 

FAX: (559) 732-6625 
Website: www.fccvisalia.org 

Office Hours: 
Mon-Thurs 9:00 AM— 4:30 PM 
Staff E-Mail Addresses: 

Michael Messinger, Senior Pastor 
      pastor@fccvisalia.org 

Joyce Hogan, Pastor’s Assistant 
      pa@fccvisalia.org 

Carrie Guy, Youth Pastor 
      youth@fccvisalia.org 

Pam Shattuck, Children’s Ministry 
Pshattuck@clearwire.net 

Will Shattuck, Music Director 
music@fccvisalia.org 

Sheila Ronk, Church Secretary 
      sec@fccvisalia.org 


