Volume XlI, Issue 4

April 2009

Inside this issue:

Church Life News

Work Day/Holy Week Schedule/Christian
Seder/Pastor’s New Bible Study

2

Youth Ministries/Mike’s Musings (cont.)/
Fellowship Picnic

3

Birthdays & Anniversaries/Ministers/Prayer
Concerns

4

Calendar

CHURCH of VISALIA

=
(O
e
2
-
.
-,
73
—
Lt

5

Mike’s Musings

The greatest day in the history of
mankind is almost upon us, the day we
celebrate the resurrection of our Lord
Jesus Christ. Jesus, God made flesh,
came into this world to fulfill a special
mission, to offer Himself as a sacrifice
for all the sins of mankind, and to show
us that death had no power over Him.
So, as Paul states in Romans 10:9, “If
you confess with your lips that Jesus is
Lord, and believe in your heart that
God raised Him from the dead, you will
be saved.”

Jesus’ life on this earth was to serve
a variety of other purposes as well, one
such purpose was to show us the way, a
better way; how to live our lives so we
might have the peace that passes all hu-
man understanding.  Jesus clearly
knows that for lost humanity there is a
way to live which seems right to us, but
only leads to heartache and suffering.
Therefore Jesus had to remind us that to
be a true believer, a true disciple, meant
to follow His perfect example, and not
trust in our own judgment; “If anyone
wishes to come after Me, he must deny
himself, and take up his cross and fol-
low Me.” (Matthew 16:24)

One example we clearly see in Jesus
is that He did deny Himself; He gave up
His life for our benefit. We see this as a
terrible sacrifice, and it was painful, but
our concept of sacrifice, as loosing
something, is misguided. One of the
Hebrew words for sacrifice, korban,
means to be drawn closer to God. Jesus
clearly shows us that by denying our-
selves we are drawn closer to the pres-
ence of God. Let me share with you a
true story that exemplifies this expres-
sion of Godliness; the beauty of denying
oneself and living for others.

Years ago, at the Seattle Special

Olympics, nine contestants, all physi-
cally or mentally disabled, assembled
at the starting line for the 100-yard
dash. At the gun they all started out,
not exactly a dash, but with a relish to
run the race to the finish and win. All,
that is, except one little boy stumbled
on the asphalt, tumbled over a couple
of times, and began to cry. The other
eight heard the boy cry. They slowed
down and looked back. Then they all
turned around and went back...every
one of them. One girl with Down’s
Syndrome bent down and kissed him
and said, “This will make it better.”

Then all nine linked arms and
walked together to the finish line.
Everyone in the stadium stood, and
the cheering went on for several min-
utes. People who were there are still
telling the story.

Why?  Because deep down we
know this one thing: What matters in
this life is more than winning for our-
selves. What matters in this life is
helping others win, even if it means
slowing down and changing our
course.

What a beautiful expression of the
Spirit of Christ. At the end of the day,
when we stand before God, He isn’t
going to reward those who crossed the
finish line while leaving others in the
dust. The reward of, “Well done good
and faithful servant,” is reserved for
those who picked-up and helped oth-
ers along the way. God did not create
us to live exclusively for ourselves,
and to live for others clearly manifests
the image of God, and in the process,
through our obedience to the Will of
God we experience the peace that
passes all understanding.

Over the last couple of years our
nation has plunged into challenging
times, and it appears the worst is yet

(Continued on page 3)



All Church - Work Day!

Come help prepare the church
and grounds for the coming holy
week. We will be cleaning inside
and out and setting up for the com-
ing week’s activities. See the list
below of events that will be taking

Holy Week Schedule

place during Holy Week.

The work day will be April 4th
from 8:00AM to noon. You may
come for the whole time or any part
that will fit your schedule.

Some items on the agenda for

the day will be: washing windows,
dusting, polishing the brass items at
the Lord’s table, repainting the
AWANA circle, pulling weeds,
please bring hedge trimmers, weed-
eaters, etc.

April 5" - Sunday - 10:15AM -
Palm Sunday Worship Service

April 9" -Thursday - 6:30PM -
Christian Seder ***see below

-24 hour Prayer Vigil begins after
the Seder **sign-up in the narthex

April 9th - 11th - “The Passion

Christian Seder

Production” by Living Word Fel-
lowship in Dinuba. For more infor-
mation on this live play go to

www.lwfdinuba.com/passion
Admission is free BUT you must
have a ticket!

April 10" - Friday - 11:30AM -
“Stations of the Cross” walk from
St Mary’s Catholic Church to the

Fox Theater
- 12:00PM - Community Good Fri-
day Service at the Fox Theater

April 12"- Easter Sunday

- 6:15AM Easter Sunrise Service
- 7:15AM Breakfast

- 10:15AM Worship Service

- 11:45AM Egg Hunt

Seder is the traditional Passover
Week Dinner celebrated by the He-
brews since the Exodus, a time of
giving thanks to God for deliver-
ance and redemption.

Seder is also called the Passover
Dinner, commemorating the protec-
tion of God as the Angel of Death
passed over every family protected
by the Blood of the Paschal Lamb.

Seder is that famous dinner

called The Last Supper, hosted by
Jesus for His disciples. It is prob-
able, based on the Gospels, that Je-
sus celebrated every Seder of His
life in Jerusalem. Seder, as the set-
ting for Jesus' Last Supper, was the
event Jesus choose to announce the
New Covenant. It was at this Seder
that Jesus asked all of us to “do this
in remembrance of Me.” Many of
us have done part of the Seder at

Pastor’s New Bible Study

our various Communion Services,
but the entire ceremony will bring
us a profound sense of mean-
ing. Come be a part of this mean-
ingful experience!

We are asking a $10 donation
per person or $35 per family of
four or more to cover costs and
you MUST sign-up in the narthex
or call the office at 732-6623.
Seating is limited.

Our theme this year is on the
proper interpretation of the Bible
(Hermeneutics and Exegetics) and
doctrine (correct teachings), cou-
pling that with the expressed inter-
est of some in knowing what the
Bible says about heaven, the next
Pastor’s Bible Study is entitled,

“Angels, Demons, Heaven and
Hell.” Kind of a cheap spin-off of
Dan Brown’s book called “Angels
and Demons,” which is being re-
leased as a movie this month. On a
serious note, what does the Bible
say about the afterlife and those
spiritual beings associate with

each? In terms of doctrine this
study will look at Angelology, De-
monology, the Doctrine of Heaven
and Hell. The classes are offered
on Wednesday mornings at 9:30
AM starting on April 29th, and on
Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM on
April 30"
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Youth Ministries - caric cuy

We have so many issues as hu-
mans. We have conflict with oth-
ers; opinions on the government as
well as in the lives of others.
Sometimes we can become bogged
down by the negative; we begin to
worry and complain on a regular
basis. In the spirit of Easter and all
the Christ has done for us, let us re-
member this month to rejoice!

The issues will still be around
tomorrow, but for today — let’s be
full of the joy of the Lord — for it is
our strength (Nehemiah §8:10)!
What are you thankful for? What
has Christ done for you? The list is
long so take some time to focus on
it. We are to always rejoice! May
God meet you in your rejoicing and
fill your heart with his joy and love

for the world and his people. God’s
love is bigger than the largest issue
in our lives today. Thank people
for what they do as God sees the
way we treat others as the way we
treat him (Matthew 25:40). Let’s
celebrate Christ’s death and resur-
rection together in our daily
lives!!!! God bless each of you.
Memory Verse: Rejoice in the
Lord always. 1 will say it again:
Rejoice!
Philippians 4:4

April Calendar:

Sunday Night Sanctuary (SNS) —
Sunday’s @ 6:30PM

Note: No SNS on Easter (April
121)

Mike’s Musings (Cont.)

(Continued from page 1)

to come. This creates hardship for
so many, but it also creates opportu-
nities! As we celebrate the Resur-
rection of our Lord Jesus Christ, let

us recommit ourselves to following
His way, and as we encounter those
who have fallen down, let us cheer-
fully help them back up and help
them run the good race set before us

Fellowship Picnic - peirare ewis

Junior High Girls’ Bible Study —
Monday’s @ 7PM @ Messinger’s
home

Guy’s Bible Study — Wednesday’s
@ 6:30PM
Note: No Study on the 8!

Sunday School/Breakfast Club
(BYOBreakfast) — 9AM Sunday
mornings @ church

Spring Break Schedule:
Mon & Tues — Habitat for Human-

ity — 8AM - 2PM

Wed - Visalia Rescue Mission
(Time TBA)

Thursday — Adventure Park 4PM
Friday — Day Hike 8AM — bring
sack lunch

all. Hope your Easter/Resurrection
celebration is full of many bless-
ings! He has Risen!
God bless,
Mike

On Saturday, April 25, we are
"possibly" planning a picnic. It de-
pends on the weather. I am plan-
ning on great weather, but Kerrell
has informed me that we have had
SNOW on Mothers Day at the
cabin before!! So, we are planning
on having a potluck barbecue at the
Lewis Cabin which is located just
above Sequoia Lake, about 4 miles
before the entrance to Sequoia-
Kings Canyon National Park. We
will meet in the Church parking lot

at 11:00 a.m. and travel to the cabin
together. Bring a sack lunch if you
will be hungry before the barbecue
at 4:00. Larry will be leading a hike
to Ella Falls. There is a short hike to
a meadow with many redwood
stumps to climb on. At the cabin
there is plenty of space to just relax
and enjoy the mountains. Larry and
I will provide hamburgers, hot dogs
and buns. Please sign-up to bring
either a side dish or a dessert and
everyone bring something to drink.

Ice will be provided, as will paper
products.

So what you need to bring is:
Lawn chairs, sack lunch, side dish
or dessert, something to drink and
the desire to fellowship!
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First Christian Church of Visalia

March Attendance

April Birthdays & Anniversaries

March 1....ooooieiiiieecee e 105
March 8 ...coooovviriiriinas 127 David Barber ........cccccoovvvvereennnn. 1
March 15 ..o 99 :
March 22 . Eli Qrant ....................................... 1
MAECH 29 ovveoeeee e 114 Tami Tharp.....ccceeeveeverieeieereenen, 1
Matthew Horn...........cc.coevveeennnnnn. 3
March Giving
March 1. S §7.532.00 Joshua qulo ................................. 6
IMATCH 8 oo $6,521.00 Tom LEWIS....coooviiieiieeiieeeeeeeennes 8
March 15 e $3,005,78 Kevin Turl ...oocooviniiiiiiiiee, 8
March 22 ....ooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeene $4,529.51 .
March 20— $2,695.00 Morgan Friday........ccccceveevrereenen. 9
Susan Leary .....cccccceevvvenieeenneennne. 9
April Ministers Jenny Rodriguez.........ccceveuvennee. 9
Deacons Elders Sam Rodriguez .........cceevvevvvennnnne. 9
Ann Johnson April 5 Roger Johnson Anna ComstocK ......cceeeeeuuuennnnnene 11
Roger Johnson . Ann Johnson Eric Ritter .......cooovvevvvveeieeenieenee. 11
Wayne Geis April 12 Kerrell Lewis . 6 . .
Sue Geis Tom Lewis Ryan Ritter ........cccoevvvevvveiveennnne. 1 Larry & Deirdre Lewis ................. 2
Barbara Grant April 19 Connor Jameson Audra Frey......ccooevevecivcncnenne. 19 Kevin & Kay Ray ......cccoeueuennne 24
Joanne Jordan Judy Jameson
Relli Stowers April 26 Gigi Shacklett Taylor Parker.........cccccveevvennnnee. 20
Tami Tharp Richard Shacklett Dantyn StOWCrS ........................ 21
Alex Messinger Deirdre Lewis .......ccoeeeeveeeennenne.. 22
Morrie Trent Tim Munoz 24
Drivers Ryen Ruiz.......cccovvvvveiiieene, 24
If you need a ride to church during the month of April ~ Kalyse Davis..........cccocvveverrnennen. 27
please call one of the people listed below: Shll’ly Lusk 27
Tami Tharp v 392-1406 Ryleigh Stowers ........cccccvvuenee. 27
Betty Baker........cocooevirieneeceee 734-2806 MaK St 28
Wanda Sharp............rveeerereeeersoreeer 732-0836 AIRCNZEC SIOWECTS ..o
Prayer Concerns
Pray for: Stan Livesay Missionaries

e All those in authority

e God's rule & reign over the fi-
nancial situation in the Ameri-
can economy

e Peace of Jerusalem

Spirit, Soul, Body, Financially

Shane (cystic fibrosis)

Audrey Bass

Donna Eastin

Kristie Evans

Kelli Fetcho

Lois Fletcher

Audra Frey

Joel Glick

Kristie & Sydney Gorman

Dan Hogan

Madalyn Iden

Marsha Jepson

Neal Jordan

Dennis Maynard

Elma McCartney

Jim Messinger

Irene Messinger

Taylor Monroe

Frank & Ana Morales
Ollie Neoma's friend

Vern & Peggy Pryor
Candice Shields

Anthony & Martha Tenney
Art Turl

Allison Warner

Glen Wells

Shirley Williams

Rudy, Sabrina & Matthew
Court School All Manner of

Prayer
Louie Thomas

Kenya - Misheck Kanake
Thailand - Handclasp, Foxes, Siami

Military

Lane & Brett Boland
Matthew Calhoun
Ira Conrad

James Maupin
Mike Thurston
Nikki Walz

Casey Wightman
Irwin Edwards
Hospital

Donna Martin (TN)
Randy Sloan
Joshua Smallwood
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i NO AWANA April Sth

pastor@fecvisalia.org

Kingdom Kids Programs:
o Sunday School-9 am Sunday Mornings
@icvisoinorg Jesus Stregt—During Church Service (10:15 am Sundays)
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