Volume XlI, Issue 9

October 2009

Inside this issue:

Church Life News

Discipleship/Mission Ministry

Youth Ministry/Mike’s Musings (cont.)

w

Meet Our New Members

I

Birthdays/Anniversaries/Meet Our New
Members (cont.)

(6]

Ministers/Mike’s Musings (cont.)/ Fellow-
ship - Progressive Dinner/Prayer Concerns

6

Calendar

=
03
et L
¥
£
i
O3
I72E
=G
X T

Mike’s Musings

A pernicious lie is being foisted on
mankind which is unfortunately being
accepted by more and more people,
and tragically by more and more Chris-
tians. This is perhaps one of the most
harmful lies in circulation, second only
to denying the existence of God and
the redemptive incarnation of God
through Jesus. This lie is straight from
hell and one certainly devised by Satan
himself to accomplish his number one
priority, to destroy mankind both
physically and spiritually. What is this
terrible and extremely harmful lie, it is
that the world is overpopulated.

With the world’s population pegged
at approximately seven billion, many
are quick (without thinking) to jump on
the overpopulation bandwagon, but the
truth is we are not even close to being
overpopulated and the main agenda of
getting people to believe this lie is to
motivate them to accept genocide.

If you read or listen to many leading
figures in our world, even over the last
two hundred years, not only do they
warn us of the impending doom result-
ing from overpopulation, but in the
process they also demonize mankind,
many referring to mankind as a plague,
a cancer, or a disease. That alone
should tip one off as to where this be-
lief is coming from.

The Word of God clearly states the
only being created in the very image of
God is man. As much as we may love
animals, birds, fish, etc., none of them
are created in the image of God, and
yet the “great minds” are telling us the
scourge of the earth is the being cre-
ated in God’s image, and if you read
their writings they also encourage sys-
tematic reduction of the human race.
Reduction in numbers may sound logi-
cal to many, maybe even many of you,
but if you take the time to examine the

methods of such reduction they are
nothing short of criminal and if they
accomplish their objectives they
would make Adolph Hitler look like
a choir boy.

Here are a few quotes by promi-
nent men concerning overpopula-
tion:

“In the event that 1 am reincar-
nated, 1 would like to return as a
deadly virus, in order to contribute
something to solve overpopulation.”
Prince Philip, Reported by Deutsche
Press Agentur (DPA), August 1988

“In order to stabilize world
population, we must eliminate
350,000 people per day. It is a hor-
rible thing to say, but it is just as
bad not to say it.”” Jacques Cousteau,
1991, Oceanographer & Explorer

"Human beings, as a species,
have no more value than slugs.”
John Davis, editor of Earth First!
Journal

“Cannibalism is a ‘radical but
realistic solution to the problem of
overpopulation.”™ Lyall Watson,
South African Anthropologist, The
Financial Times, 15 July 1995

“A total world population of 250-
300 million people, a 95% decline
from present levels, would be ideal.”
Ted Turner, in an interview with
Audubon magazine

“We must speak more clearly
about sexuality, contraception,
about abortion, about values that
control population, because the eco-
logical crisis, in short, is the popula-
tion crisis. Cut the population by
90% and there aren’t enough people
left to do a great deal of ecological
damage.” Mikhail Gorbachev

“Depopulation should be the
highest priority of foreign policy to-
wards the third world, because the
US economy will require large and

(Continued on page 3)



AWANA Parenting Class

On Wednesday, 10/14, we will
begin a 6 week parenting series by
Kevin Leman. Our sessions will be
about 1 hour and will include a
video segment and discussion. No
homework is required, though ques-
tions will be given for you to take
home each week. These will be
used to stimulate thought and dis-
cussion in our classes. We will be-
gin at 6:45PM after the children
have begun their program. We will
be meeting in the fireside room on
the north side of the church. If you
have questions, please contact Gigi
Shacklett 625-8850 or
shckltt4@comcast.net.

Women’s Bible Study — Fall Se-
ries

This fall we will be doing a short
study on Sunday evenings. We will
begin Sunday, 10/11, from 6-8PM
in the Fireside Room. Our 5 ses-
sion study is: A Beautiful

Mind. There is no homework or
workbooks for this study. Hope-
fully you will join us and friends
are welcome!
PLEASE CONTACT GIGI
SHACKLETT IF YOU PLAN
TO ATTEND - 625-8850,
shckltt4@comcast.net

In Beth Moore's new series, 4
Beautiful Mind, she covers how the
enemy is out to steal, kill and de-
stroy you with fear, which is the
root of rejection, insecurity and
jealousy. Beth ignites you to quit
believing the lie of the enemy that
you are losing your mind. She not
only shares her personal story in
learning this important and life-
changing lesson, but also opens the
Word to show you how to claim
your right in Christ to a beautiful,
sound mind. When you walk in the
victory and power of Christ, He is
your constant source of stability.
No matter what comes your way,
Jesus is your sound reasoning, the

lover of your soul and a healer of
your mind.
In this powerful series, you'll
learn to:
- Reclaim your right in
Christ to be a free, healthy
and whole person
Replace your spirit of fear
with the spirit of Christ
Renew your mind by living
in the Word of God

Session 1

"Pressing Past Our Fears"

Session 2

"Overcoming Insecurity"

Session 3

"Claiming Your Right to a Sound
Mind"

Session 4

"The Jars of Life: What's in
Yours?"

Session 5

"The Captivity of Activity"

Hi,

This is my personal invitation
for you to attend my 75" birthday
celebration on October 10™. 1 think
of 75 years as a kind of milestone
and | want to celebrate in a way that
is meaningful to me.

So we are doing a big Indone-
sian Christian Missions RALLY at
the Rosemead Christian Church,
8705 E. Valley Blvd. It starts
promptly at 4:00 PM and we plan to
cut the birthday cake at 5:30, and
my little secret is I‘ve gotten a
promise there will be lots of pie.

But the big deal is we’re going
to talk about what’s happening in
Indonesia right now and what we

plan to do over the next few years.
| also want to honor some of the
many, many, people who have
helped me make my life’s work the
success it has been, a little bit of
“tip of the iceberg thinking” to let
us all see how many people have
worked to keep Jan and | function-
ing in our work for Indonesia these
past 35 years. You will be hearing
from a lot of people and if you want
to hear more, you’re welcome to
come early or stay late. The Indo-
nesian Christian Mission Board of
Directors plans to meet from 1 PM
to 3 PM. You’re welcome to at-
tend, and I’ll be around from 3 to 4
to talk with you.

No gifts for me please, just let
me see your smiling face. But we
are trying to commemorate the day
with a one-time offering of $7,500
to fund our reopened leadership
training program.

Please come and celebrate with
me.

Your friend, missionary,

and fellow-Christian,

Bob MacLean

P.S If you can please let us know
if you are coming. This will help
with ordering the food. Please
phone or e-mail Dona Botts — (626)
444-1987 or fawn_dogl@yahoo.
com If you can’t tell us ahead of
time, come anyway.
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We are heading into the fall full
swing. | am amazed at the good-
ness of God to us in each season of
life. Today as | write this article, |
have just returned from ““See You At
the Pole”. | am reminded of the
freedoms we still have to serve our
God in this country. It is awesome
that in schools where prayer is no
longer allowed, once a year stu-
dents can pray openly in front of the
flag pole. It’s something that stu-
dents should be passionate about. It
is a time to raise your voice and
stand together. There are so few
times we can do that these days.
We need to make the most of every
opportunity. Where can your voice
be heard? Where can you make a
difference with the gospel of
Christ?

Recently 1 had an amazing op-
portunity that | would like to share
with you. As | read my Bible the
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other morning, | was reading in Ro-
mans about walking in the Spirit.
That is a life | want to lead — one
that is lead by the Holy Spirit
within me. Yes, it means taking
risks, but it also means sharing in
the amazing miracles of God. That
day | had to run to Costco and
while walking to the door encoun-
tered a woman that I felt God told
me to say hi to and ask her how she
was. So I did. Instead of the nor-
mal “fine, thanks for asking” | got a
“not so good.” | stopped and talked
with the woman and discovered she
was struggling physically that day
as she faced cancer. | asked her if |
could pray with her and she eagerly
agreed. We prayed and | knew |
got to encounter God in a unique
way just by being obedient to the
Spirit within me. It was amazing
and | felt connected to the needs
around me even in people | do not
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know. Just think of the endless
possibilities of opportunities we
could have if we just allowed God
to walk out our lives with His
agenda. Will you walk with me and
experience the power of Christ?
Let’s tap into the power we have
been given. Let’s see God move
through us to change the world.

October 2009

2" — Junior High All-nighter
8:30PM — 7AM October 3" — Pre-
registration $30/at the door $40

4™ — SNS — normal schedules

11" — SNS — normal schedules

12" — Have A New Kid Summer
Parent Potluck Reunion @ Guy
home 7PM

18" — SNS - normal schedules
(Winter Camp Deposits Due -
$35)

25" — SNS — normal schedules

increasing amounts of minerals
from abroad, especially from less
developed countries.” Dr. Henry
Kissinger

“World population needs to be
decreased by 50%.” Dr. Henry
Kissinger

“War and famine would not do.
Instead, disease offered the most
efficient and fastest way to kill the
billions that must soon die if the
population crisis is to be solved.
AIDS is not an efficient killer be-
cause it is too slow. My favorite
candidate for eliminating 90 per-
cent of the world’s population is
airborne Ebola (Ebola Reston), be-
cause it is both highly lethal and it
kills in days, instead of years.

“We’ve got airborne diseases with
90 percent mortality in humans.
Killing humans. Think about that.
“You know, the bird flu’s good, too.
For everyone who survives, he will
have to bury nine.” Dr. Eric Pianka
University of Texas evolutionary
ecologist lizard expert, and recipi-
ent of the Texas Academy of Sci-
ence’s professor of the year.

These quotes reflect just the tip
of the iceberg when it comes to the
concern about overpopulation.
Here is the truly demonic aspect to
all this, who are the 50-95% of the
world’s population these great
thinkers plan to get rid of?

In John 8 Jesus states that Satan
was a murderer and liar from the

very beginning, so it is clear that
Satan’s number one agenda is to
murder and destroy human beings
created in the image of God, and his
number one method to accomplish
this is through lies and deception.
The ruse of overpopulation is the
primary deception Satan has foisted
on the world to accomplish his

agenda of destroying mankind.
Seven billion sounds like a lot,
and there are many areas of the
world devastated by famine and dis-
ease, but these aren’t a result of
overpopulation, and are in fact a
result of corrupt leaders. Texas has
268,820 square miles, and if you
divided the world’s population by
(Continued on page 6)
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Deneyse Gray -

Deneyse was born and raised
between the central valley and the
central coast of California, and be-
gan working at sixteen as a "Box-
Boy" at Safeway. After graduating
from high school, attending college
part time, marriage, and thirteen
years with Safeway, she finally fig-
ured out what she wanted to be
when she grew-up.

Figuring out her God-given tal-
ents, she went back to school and
took night classes. Then she made
a career change, and became a
Drafter. Nearly twenty years later,
she has been fortunate to work in
the Aerospace field, Architecture,
and Agricultural / Industrial / Bio-
mass field as a Drafter.

On a personal level, it was her
young son, the failure of a marriage
and a domestic partnership that
brought her to her knees...and to
Jesus. Moving to Visalia ten years
ago to be with family, she accepted
Jesus into her life. She was bap-
tized, started attending church, and
a Christ-Centered 12-Step Recovery
program helped her to deal with her
dysfunctions.

During her seven-year season of
singleness, it was a time used to
serve Him, to let Him change her,
and to heal. He showed her what
her purpose on earth was, and that's
to help show people they can
choose a different life. From a
young lady who confuses lust with
love...to an adult couple wanting to
wait until marriage before intimacy.
These are real issues facing people
of faith today. Deneyse has been
down the "My-Way Highway" and
it leads to a dead end. God's way
works!

God brought her husband, Stan,
to her when she wasn't looking. Af-
ter discerning His will, they married

nearly three years ago, forming a
blended family. They are grateful
both of their kids know the Lord
(Deneyse’s son Tracy is now four-
teen, and Stan's daughter Amy is
nineteen).  While it hasn't always
been smooth sailing, they know
God is there with them every step
of the way, and they give the glory
to Him.

Bill & BettyLou Pendelton -

Bill and BettyLou share much in
common in addition to three sons,
Bill(y), John David, and James
Matthew. Both have advanced de-
grees from USC, each taught in the
public schools and at the university
levels, and each has been married to
the same person for the past 51
years. They joined First Christian
because of the outpouring of
prayers and concerns for Bill during
his serious illness this past year.

Michael & Shelly Kaplan -

Michael is from Baltimore, MD,
moved out to CA in 1974. He was
raised in a Jewish home; his family
originated in Lithuania. While he
was attending college, in 1976, he
came to the realization that Yeshua
(Jesus) was the Messiah predicted
by Moses and the Prophets. Com-
ing to terms with this reality and
accepting Him was the hardest but
most important decision of Mi-
chael’s life. In 1994, he became an
Israeli citizen.

Shelly is from Bishop, CA. and
goes back 7 generations. Her fam-
ily traces their lineage to the May-
flower (Michael’s traces theirs back
to Moses!). The town Shelly was
raised in had a population of 3,500,
about the number in Michael’s high
school back east! Shelly attended a
small church on the Indian reserva-
tion and it was here that she met her

Savior. Shelly attended college in
Santa Rosa, where they met in
1979. They were both working at
the YMCA.

Michael & Shelly got married in
1980 and lived in Santa Rosa for 5
years.  They have 3 children,
Joshua 28, Esther 25 and Avi 20.

Michael has been teaching for
over 26 years and working as a per-
sonal trainer for 16 years.  Shelly
enjoys gardening, painting, reading
and antiquing; Michael enjoys cy-
cling, working out, reading and
hanging out with their dogs. Both
of them love being with their family
whenever possible.

Tim Hart -

Tim comes from a family of four
boys, of which he is the oldest. He
was born in Portland, Oregon on
January 5, 1942 to Wanda and Tho-
mas Ellis. His brother, Mike was
born in 1943. Their father was in
the service and after the war he did
not return to live with them. So,
mom packed them up and moved
back home to live with her parents.
They stayed several years in their
grandparent’s big old house in Ore-
gon. Tim has great memories of the
time spent there with grandparents,
mother, and the many aunts and un-
cles who loved them.  When he
was about 6 years old they moved
out of the grandparent’s home.
Tim’s mother had remarried to El-
don Hart. Of this union two more
sons were born.

In 1960 he graduated from Bea-
verton High School in Oregon and
enlisted in the Air Force. He was
trained in the field of intelligence
and served 2 years in Brindisi, Italy,
and 2 years as a “decoder” in She-
mya, Alaska. Upon discharge from
the service, he returned to Oregon

(Continued on page 5)
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where he married his first wife.
Tim adopted her three children and
they had one of their own. In 1964
they moved to California where he
worked as a Police Office for the
Santa Clara Police Department.
During the time spent in Santa
Clara, Tim continued his education
at San Jose State University. He
later finished his Master’s Degree at
Washington State University while
working as Chief of Police for the
University of Idaho. In 1975 he &
his first wife were divorced.

In the fall of 1975 Tim moved to
Visalia because he was hired by the
College of Sequoia to teach Crimi-
nal Justice and Police Academy
classes. Since then he has served as
Police Academy Director and Asso-
ciate Dean of Instruction at the col-
lege. During his tenure at COS he
finished a Doctorate Degree at San
Joaquin College of Law in Fresno
and received a Law Degree in 1982.
He is now married to his second
wife, Annette and has two stepsons
from this marriage. She too is a

teacher and has worked for Visalia
Unified School District, Woodlake
School District, and has also taught
Child Development classes part-
time for COS. Annette retired
from the teaching profession in
1999. Tim retired in 2006. Pres-
ently, he continues to teach part-
time Criminal Justice and Constitu-
tional Law classes for COS, as well
as for ITT in Clovis, CA.

It’s been a blessing for Tim to be
involved with the First Christian
Church and he is thankful for the
fellowship of the good people here.

Diane Sellers -

When Diane was about 12, she
received Jesus as her personal Sav-
ior. She had been raised going to
Sunday School and believing in
God and Jesus, but this choice
brought the focus of her life into
clear view as since then she has de-
sired to know Him more and more
in an intimate and experiential
knowledge through His Word and
work in her heart and life. As a re-
sult, during nurses training at L A

County Medical Center, Diane
found a way to also attend Biola
College and later graduated from
there. To put it succinctly, for all
that He has done for her, she bor-
rowed the words from a favorite
song by David Bush, “My life is an
Offering.” Her life verse is Philip-
pians 3:10.

Diane has a lovely family of
Kevin and his wife, Stephanie, Tim
and his wife, Sarah and their toddler
son Garrett who will become a big
brother in April, and Hannah, all of
whom have close walks with the
Lord. She a board certified psychi-
atric mental health nurse, with an M
A in counseling psychology from
Pacifica Graduate Institute, and cur-
rently in the licensing process to be
a marriage family therapist. She
works with children in the Fresno
schools through the MBBS OnSite
Counseling Program, and has a pri-
vate practice at Kings Counseling
Center, Hanford.
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First Christian Church of Visalia

September Attendance
September 6 ......ccooeiiiic 120
September 13 ..o 115
September 20 ... 124
September 27 ..o 109
September Giving
September 6 .......oceeviric $9,515.45
September 13 ......ccviiiirieee $3,287.61
September 20 ..o $3,661.58
September 27 ... $2,827.65
October Ministers
Deacons Elders
Wayne Geis Oct. 4 Stan Livesay
Sue Geis Joyce Hogan
Barbara Grant Oct. 11  Tom Lewis
JoAnne Jordan Kerrell Lewis
Kelli Stowers Oct. 18  Mike Messinger
Tami Tharp Beth Messinger
Morrie Trent Oct. 25  Connor Jameson
Alex Messinger Judy Jameson
Drivers

If you need a ride to church during the month of Octo-

ber please call one of the people listed below:

Tami Tharp ..o 592-1406
Betty Baker........cooveiiiiincceceee 734-2806
Wanda Sharp........cccooveinnicinnneenn, 732-0836
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(Continued from page 3)

this number you would come up with a density population of
26,040 people per square mile which is two thirds the density
population of the Duchy of Monaco which has a density popula-
tion of 42,500. Having been to Monaco | can tell you it is a
rather nice place to live. Now granted if we moved all the people
of the world to Texas it would be like one giant city, but the area
of Texas takes up only two percent of the estimated 12 million
square miles of arable (fit for growing crops) land on planet earth.
S0 98% of the arable land could be used for growing food for the
total world’s population living in the state of Texas.

It is often stated that overpopulation has to do primarily with
limited natural resources, and once again this is a misleading
ruse, because the problem with the limited resources isn’t over-
population, it is rather waste and corruption. So the real answer
to the world’s challenges isn’t how to reduce the number of hu-
man beings on planet Earth (and most plans to do this are pure
evil and Malthusian), rather the solution is to change the hearts
and souls of man which can only happen through acceptance of
Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior. This is the answer!

Our fall festivities will start with
a progressive dinner on Saturday,
October 24, 2009 at 5:30 PM. We
will begin with appetizers at Larry
and Deirdre Lewis’, drive to Bill
and Betty Lou Pendleton’s for soup

1 -1

and bread and then walk to Mike
and Beth Messinger’s for dessert.

Sign-up early as seating is lim-
ited! When you sign-up you will
be asked to bring either an appetizer
or dessert.

To sign-up or for more informa-
tion please contact Deirdre Lewis or
Beth Messinger.

Note: this event will be for
adults only. Thank you.

Peace for the family of
Sandy Brown

Ralph Moore

Those in the Military
Bret Boland

Irvin Edwards

Lane Boland

Stephanie Messinger

Spirit, Soul, Body & Finances
Able Baiza

Anthony Tenney

Audrey Jackson

Chuck Stucker

Dale Myers

Joe Berry

Joe King

Johnny Sahagun
Kathleen Gray
Linda Sagahun
Mark Cogburn
Marsha Jepson
Sharon Grant
Steven Stoner
Virginia Huff
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1023 N. Chinowth St.
Visalia, CA 93291-4114
Phone: (559) 732-6623

FAX: (559) 732-6625

Website: www.fccvisalia.org

Biblically Based
Christ Centered
Spirit Led

Office Hours:

Mon-Thurs 9:00 AM— 4:30 PM
Staff E-Mail Addresses:
Michael Messinger, Senior Pastor

pastor@fecvisalia.org
Joyce Hogan, Pastor’s Assistant
pa@fccvisalia.org
Carrie Guy, Youth Pastor
youth@fccvisalia.org
Pam Shattuck, Children’s Ministry
Pshattuck@clearwire.net
Will Shattuck, Music Director
music@fccvisalia.org
Sheila Ronk, Church Secretary
sec@fccvisalia.org
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If you have
questions
contact Pam

0 [
at the Church
Office — I“Qdom “Ids New&r ( - »
732-6623 .
Tuesdays Children
9am-2pm Where a kid can be God'’s kid!
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Kingdom Kids Programs. AWANA
Sunday School-9 am Sunday Mornings 6:30—8:30 PM
desus Street-Durtng Church Service (10-15 am Sundags) Wednesdays

October 28th Harvest Party
dress as your favorite Bible Charcter
during AWANA 6:30 - 8:30PM
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